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UM’S EDUCATION SCHOOL RECEIVES ART DONATION 
MISSOULA -
A trip through the stairwell of The University of Montana’s School of Education building 
is a lot more interesting than it used to be.
The stairwell walls of the second and third floors now have colorful quilts hanging on 
them. A third quilt also will soon be hung in the stairwell.
The quilts were donated by Don Wattam, a School of Education alum and adjunct faculty 
member. Wattam created the quilts himself exclusively for the school’s stairwells.
Wattam has been a generous School of Education alum, said Paul Rowland, dean of the 
School of Education. A few years ago Wattam also donated artwork to the Department of 
Educational Leadership and Counseling.
“Don’s quilts bring warmth and unity to the School of Education,” Rowland said. “The 
quilts’ colors of the University and the symbolic color of education create a sense of place that, in 
the words of our mission statement, ‘advance the physical, emotional and intellectual health of a 
diverse society.’ They help us all connect to the school and to each other.” -
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